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Tue Counci. MEETING. 


Space prevents us from publishing this week the 

whole of the proceedings of last meeting. Perhaps 
the most important in this division of the report is 
the letter sent from the Royal Veterinary College. 
Nothing is of greater importance to the profession 
than complete harmony with the Schools, and the 
Council must always regret that any action of theirs 
should not be in accord with the requirements of the 
teaching institutions. The Royal Veterinary Col- 
lege desire that the professional examinations should 
be held in July instead of in May, so that they may 
hold a Summer Session. The Council hold that May 
is the time most suitable to the majority of the 
schools, and that at whatever date the examination be 
held it should be when all the schools can send up 
their students for a uniform test. It has been pro- 
posed that the schools should open early in Septem- 
ber, close early in April, and that the examinations 
should be held in April instead of May. This would 
enable students to go to the country and see practice 
peculiar to the spring months, and it would leave 
ample time for any Summer Session to be held 
afterwards. 
We do not discuss the value of a Summer Session— 
the curriculum of study is a matter each school may 
arrange for itself, but if that arrangement can be 
made to harmonise with the wants of the R.C.V.S. it 
Fit better for all concerned. We do not despair of 
finding a vlan which will not conflict with any in- 
terest. ithe welfare of the profession—and this 
includes well educatel graduates—is our highest 
‘Interest. 












Reports or ComMMitTTEEs. 





Nearly all the more important subjects considered 
by Council are referred to committees who thoroughly 
discuss them and are supposed to report the result of 
their labours to the Council. The agenda paper of 
every quarterly meeting contains two or three notices 
thus—“to receive Report of the commitee.”’ 
As a rule the proceedings of the meeting do not show 
what the report was or even the subject reported on. 
The account given might be stereotyped, and it is all 
too true. “The Secretary read the report of the 
-————committee. Mr. Blank proposed that it be 

















received and adopted. Mr. Anon seconded the 
motion, which was carried.”” The ‘report’? which 
is read by the Secretary is, as a rule, a rough out- 
line of the proceedings of the committee compiled by 
the secretary after the committee has adjourned, and 
never seen again by any member of tho committee. 
For years past this evil has been recognised, and in 
the days when Sir Henry Simpson was a power in the 
profession he carried a resolution that each committee 
should appoint a deputy-chairman who should sign a 
report and read it to the Council. This did not 
work. When a committee met three times the 
deputy-chairman appointed at the first meeting pro- 
bably never attended again, and therefore could not 
sign the report. It also soon became apparent that 
every member of Council was not fitted to write a 
report and that some had difficulty in reading it. 
Thus it fell back into the old lines, and the secretary 
compiled a sort of report and read it to the Council. 

This unless resolution which remains in force must 
be removed, and a definite formal report be supplied 
by every committee if the Council desire to pose as 
business men. It is really curious how difficult it is 
to alter any usage. We admit that usage very often 
indicates fitness, but their is a fitness which suggests 
that the surrounding conditions may need alteration 
before the thing can be altered. A go-as-you-please 
arrangement is not the fittest for conducting the 
affairs of a profession. 


Our Retations To THE ForGE. 


This question is being thrashed out with increasing 
vigour, and as it is interesting as well as instructive 
we hope our columns will be utilised by many more 
practitioners. All that can be said about the horse’s 
foot, shoeing, farriers, or forges will be useful in de- 
ciding our proper attitude as veterinarians to the 
whole question. On August 4th there will be a 
Special Meeting of the members of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons to discuss the position of the 
College in relation to the Registration of Farriers 
Scheme. In the meantime a free consideration of 
collateral subjects will greatly assist in arriving at 
the truth. 
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GASES AND ARTICLES. 





UTERINE SARCOMA. 
By H. P. Sranpiey, Student, Wymondham. 





At midnight on March 19th, we were sent for to 
attend a mare in foaling. The head and one fore leg 
of the foal were found to be presenting themselves, other 
other fore leg being doubled underneath it. The foal 
was successfully taken away and from that time till 
about June 28rd the mare seemed to al] appearances 
doing well; at that time she was noticed to be off her 
feed and was losing flesh fast and we were again 
requested to see her. 

On making an examination per vaginam some small 
hard nodules could be felt around the os uteri which 
admitted two or three fingers. With the exception of 
the above very little seemed to be the matter with 
her as her pulse and temperature were normal. On 
going to see her on the 26th, she seemed to have lost 
nearly all the power in her hind-quarters and next 
morning they sent to say that she was dead. 

On making a post-mortem examination all the 
organs were healthy except part of the small bowels 
and uterus, the former of which was slightly inflamed. 
In the uterus a number of large tumours were found 
one of which was sent to Professor Mc'adyean who 
pronounced it to be a round-celled sarcoma. 


THE PROFESSION AND THE FORGE, 
By Srepuen Berson, M.R.C.V.5., Hereford. 





Two very characteristic letters appear in this week’s 
issue on the above subject dealing with it from very 
opposite standpoints, and one cannot read them with- 
out noting the different line of treatment each gives 
to the matter. 

Mr. Walker is evidently a man who has a very 
practical acquaintance with horse-shoeing, and, like 
myself, finds he can do better justice to his customers 
and carry on his practice with greater ease because 
in early life he received a better education in shoeing 
than can be got by simply seeing how other peo ale 
do it. . "7 
_ Mr. Dyer on ths other hand will regard such an 
intimacy with trade with great repugnance, and con- 
siders all dealings with shoeing as outside his pro- 
vince. . 

The way in which we look at this matter is ver 
> a by the associations and conditiogda 
y a “ aangromangy Hf, for instance, our lot 

S cast In a large town it is probable that other 
veterinary surgeons have forges and we think it 
necessary to do likewise to obtain or retain equal 
influence. If we have been trained in ponents . 
with a forge we fear we shall not do as well without 
it, and equally, if the reverse is the case we at we 
rate regard it with indifference if not with pilnanes, 


The interests of the i 
‘ nterests » profession have very li 
in deciding the matter at all. dit jigion. 








This possibly is not as it should be but nevertheless 
it is largely true. 

I do not at all regard it as absolutely necessary 
that a veterinary surgeon should have a forge, but I 
maintain most strongly that every student should 
have as practical acquaintance with horse shoeing as 
with chemistry or any second-rate subject, and he 
will find that in practice such a knowledge will be far 
more useful than many of the branches of study 
which he is now compelled to engage in. And having 
that skill he will find himself received with much 
more respect by shoeing-smiths when callsd in to deal 
with foot lameness in their presence than if he is only 
able to give directions in a more or less amateur 
style. 

I write this from personal experience. I am glad 
to say that some early years were spent in the forge, 
with a leather apron on and coat off, doing all work 
in connection with the trade. This, however, did 
not prevent my passing all professional examinations 
in due course as they come on, and then of course the 
apron was cast aside, and now, though I have no 
forge, I have no difficulty in getting all I require 
done by others, for every smith here knows I can give 
practical advice, and that I do not interfere in their 
relationship with their customers. 

In many respects I am convinced that it is a loss 
to the V.S. to have a forge, for he cannot ensure im- 
munity from accident on the part of his workmen 
and then of course he has at least to put it right free 
of charge ; and further, if a customer requires advice 
in regard to shoeing his horse there can be no charge 
made for that. Ina purely shoeing forge, if hon- 
ourably carried on, the profits will not exceed these 
losses unless good prices are the rule. The idea that 
a V.S. gives much personal supervision to his forge 
is generally erroneous. » He doubtless is in and out 
more or less (generally less) if he has a liking for it, 
but his time is too well occupied with professional 
matters to allow of spare time for the forge, and it is 
left to an assistant or the foreman, except perhaps an 
occasional special case. 

Next comes the question:—Is this mechanical 
training detrimental to a man sotially? I maintain 
from personal experience it is not. 

Members of the aristocracy engage in trade of 
various kinds down to keeping cabs, which is not 
more elevating than shoeing the horses; engineers do 
not think it derogatory to spend their time in the 
forges and fitting shops of the factory. Men of 
science of various branches train themselves in the 
practical duties of their professions and do not neg- 
lect details. None of these men are refused their 
social standing on these grounds. 


A veterinary surgeon who finds his level among 
men of low moral and social tone will never be pre- 
vented from rising because he can shoe a horse, and 
one who finds congenial company in men of superior 
mind will not be denied their acquaintance because 
of the same reason. His most fastidious customer 
will not respect him the less because in the absence 
of a smith he takes off a shoe to discover and reveal 
& cause of lameness in a favourite hunter. It is all 
a question of a man’s own qualities and not his calling. 
Where the conditions are favourable I see no ob- 








- »- be OR ot _ ae '*§ » eae bel 


an Me bee 


om teak okt ele te OCU,lCUCORf 


-_ bend eee eee eee Oe 14 [Oo 








sary 
it I 
uld 


r as 


far 
udy 
ing 
uch 
leal 
nly 
eur 


lad 
‘ge, 
ork 
did 
ons 
the 


lire 
ive 
Lelr 


OSS 
m- 
en 
ree 
1¢e 
rge 
yn - 
ese 
at 
ge 
ut 
it, 
nal 
; is 
an 


cal 
in 


106 


he 


e+ 


ylfu 15,:1893 


!HE VETERINARY RECORD 27 





jection toa V.S. having a forge, but I think in many 
cases he will be better off without it. 

The Registration of Shoeing Smiths is so nearly 
related to the above subject that it may well be con- 
sidered with it. -My own feeling is that anything 
which can be done to improve the smith is worth a 
trial ; but it must be carried out thoroughly, and by 
competent persons practically acquainted with the 
subject. 

To my thinking the Farriers’ Company have the 
best material for that purpose. Judging from many 
correspondents I should say that veterinary surgeons 
are not in any way fit for it. It looks like setting a 
coftee-house cook to examine Frenchmen on the sub- 
ject of making coffee. 

To examine the bulk of Shoeing Smiths on the 
physiology of the foot is little better than a farce, and 
can only tend to give them a false idea of their pos- 
sible knowledge. The examination should mainly 
consist in mechanical work, and a clear distinction 
should be made between firemen and doormen. It is 
amusing to hear of veterinary surgeons forming 
classes and giving lectures to shoeing smiths on 
physiology, and possibly anatomy and sundry other 
subjects, for a few hours, and then examining in 
knowledge so gained. Such must necessarily be very 
superficial and more likely to be misapplied than not. 

The probability of a smith, whether registered or 
not, becoming a _ successful competitor with a 
veterinary surgeon is remote. He will always take 
his place as a preliminary adviser in foot lameness 
in most cases. It is quite natural to the human 


mind and practice to seek help from other sources | 
before going to the man best calculated to advise us. | 


In our own ailments we generally go through 
“Cockle” and ‘‘ Beecham ”’ before trying the doctor, 
and our customers are very prone to try “‘ Elliman”’ 
or“ Day and Hewitt” or the chemist first, and in 
case of lameness what more natural than to go first 
to the man who is quite likely to be the cause of it, 
though in my experience the smith is the last man 
who will find a foot lameness—it is likely to cast a 
reflection on his work. 

Only yesterday a patient came to me most palpably 
lame on both fore feet from subacute laminitis, 
which had been declared by a R.S.S. here to be cer- 
tainly not lame in the foot. To-day another comes 
with a suppurative corn which had also been exam- 
ined by a smith and was in his opinion also “ not 
lame in the foot.’ I never rely on the fact that the 
shoe has been taken off by the smith but search for 
myself. 

There may be districts where the quintessence of 
professional delicacy indicated by Mr. Dyer’s senti- 
ments may be sufficiently appreciated to command 
support, but I fear they are few. The majority of 
our customers prefer working clothes to a professional 
dress on their vet. Also Ido not share Mr. Dyer’s 
objection to the stable yard entrance. It gives me 
horror to be taken in by the front door, first because 
it generally means a tedious conversation about the 
patient not at all necessary, and occupies valuable 
time, and, being a total abstainer, the attendant glass 
-of sherry has to be declined. 

I find the letters at the end of a man’s name are 





not much sought out by the general public. They 
judge more by results and are certainly not attracted 
by a professional mannerism. The main thing with 
them is, who will relieve their animals quickest, and 
give them most satisfactory attendance — not 
necessarily the cheapest. A pleasant manner and 
politeness in asking for assistance, with tolerable 
success in treatment will do more to give a man a 
good standing with his customers than any number 
of final capitals to his cognomen. 

In conclusion, I fail to see why a man with 
mechanical training may not be alsoa good pro- 
fessional man. No man with a decent practice has 
time or opportunity for minute investigation ; that is 
far better done by those in Colleges and institutions 
where greater facilities are provided, but for ordinary 
practice a mechanical training is of immense advan- 
tage. 





Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A Council Meeting of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons was held at 10 Red Lion Square, Bloomsbury 
on Wednesday, July 5th, Mr. W. J. Mulvey, President, 
in the chair. There were present :—Professors, Edgar, 
McFadyean, Penberthy, Shave, Walley, and Williams, 
Gen. Sir Frederick FitzWygram, Vet.-Col. Lambert, 
Vet.-Lieut. Col. Oliphant, Vet.-Captain Raymond, Messrs. 
Barford, Burnett, Elphick, Faulkner, Fraser, Hartley, 
Hunting, Kidd, Lawson, Mason, Merrick, Nisbett, Peele, 
Thompson, Trigger, Simpson, Wheatley, Wragg, Mr. 
Thatcher, (Solicitor), and Mr. A. W. Hill, (Secretary). 

The Srocretary read the notice convening the 
meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. Simpson seconded by Mr. Nisbett 
the minutes of the previous meeting were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

The Secretary said that he had received letters from 
Prof. McCall, Mr. Donald, and Mr. Hedley regretting 
their inability to be present. 


ELecrion oF PRESIDENT. 


Mr. Nissett:—-I beg to propose Mr. Simpson as 
President for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Barrorp :—I beg to propose that Mr. Mulvey be 
re-elected. I think that he has donea great deal of work 
during the past year. 

The Presipent:—I may at once say that though I 
esteem it a very high honour, | must decline to be put 
in nomination again; and while I am speaking I beg 
to propose that Mr. Hunting be President for the en- 
suing year. 

Mr. Harrtvey :——I beg to second Mr. Hunting’s nomina- 
tion. 

Mr. Fraser :—I beg to propose Mr. Wragg. He has 
been longer on the Council than any other member, and 
I think for that reason among others he is entitled to sit 
in the Presidential chair. 

_ Mr. Mason :—I beg to second Mr. Wragg’s nomina- 
tion. 

Mr. Tricerr:—-I think you will all agree with me 
that it would be a very much greater honour whoever is 
elected to-day, if this Council could see its way to give a 
unanimous vote. I think if the proposers and seconders 
were to have a few minutes talk together they would 
agree which gentleman should withdraw and which 
should stand. 
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Mr. Simpson :—Will you permit me to say that in the 
event of our senior member, Mr. Wragg, deciding to stand 
I shall be delighted to retire from the contest. 

The ballot was then taken, with —. result :— 

Mr. Wragg 
Mr. Hunting 10 
Mr. Simpson : 

Mr. Burnett :—Is there a second vote upon this! 

Professor PeNBERTHY :—I understand that there was 
a paper in the ballot box with the name of “ Hunter 

n it. 
: The Prestpent:—A paper signed Hunter had] been 
left in the ballot box when the last ballot was taken. — 

Professor PENBERTHY pan that case I question 

ther the election is legal. : 

"The PRESIDENT :—AS ; matter of fact, I think that it 
is illegal, and that the ballot ought to take place again, 
but as there seems to be a doubt upon the point | will 
submit this matter to the solicitor, and his decision must 
be final. 

Mr. THatcHer:—My advice to the President on 
the subject is that as there were other names in the 
ballot box, and that possibly some of those names might 
have {been the names of candidates, the election is not 
legal, and therefore ought to take place again. 

The Prestpent :—There will be another ballot. 

On the second ballot being taken the voting was as 
follows :— - 

r. Wragg 
Mr. Hunting 12 
Mr. Simpson ¢ 

The Prestpent :—As there is a tie we shall have to 
take another ballot. 

At this point Vet.-Captain Raymond entered the 
Council cbamber, and asked whether he should be allow- 
ed to vote. 

The Prestpent stated, on the advice of the solicitor, 
that the voting having already taken place, and there 
having been a tie between two candidates, anyone coming 
into the room after the first voting had taken place would 
not be eligible to vote. 

The third ballot was then taken, 16 voting in Mr. 
Wragg’s favour and 11 in Mr. Hunting’s. 

Mr. Mutvey :—Mr. Wragg, I have very much pleasure 
in vacating this chair in your favour. 

Mr. Wragg then took the Presidential chair. 

Mr. Wraaa, President :—Gentlemen, I hardly know 
how to thank you for placing me in this unexpected 
position. Although there has been a fight for this 
coveted position I am sure yor will one and all give me 
your support during my term of office. I can assure you 

I shall use my best endeavours to carry on the business 
of this college in the best interests of our profession. 

Professor WaLLEy :—I should like to propose a vote 
of thanks to our retiring President. I am sure you will 
all agree with me that no President who has occupied 
that chair in the past history of our college has put forth 
more energy or done more towards the advancement of 
our profession than Mr. Mulvey. 

Mr. Nisperr :—I have very great pleasure in secondin 
this vote of thanks. I can quite corroborate what Prof 
Walley has said. Mr. Mulvey has always been a most 
a gentleman for work: if he had not been so I 

o not suppose we should 
yf E A rie — got through the amount 

_ ae was pena by acciamation. 

. MULVEY :—I am exceeding] i 

the very kind vote of thanks you cet eenl “ we 

Whatever work I have been able to do rt en the te 

y ha ~ been entirely a labour of love. . “ 

,, Ne FRES(DENT !-—Our next business is to elect sj 
hom picasa viele ~ departure from the ia 

Presidents are ated me io ee oe Vine 

n the members of the Council 


instead of from gentlemen outside the Council as 
hitherto. } : 

Mr. Huntine :—There oem to be a little difficulty 
as to whether the late Vice-Presidents are capable of 
voting, and whether or not they really officially form 

of this meeting. 

Vet.-Col. Lampert :—When I was a Vice-President 
before, I remained in until the new Council was appoint- 
ed. I thovght I was obliged to attend this meeting, and 
that I was a member of the Council until my successor 
was appointed. If I am wrong in my assumption I have 
no right to be here as a Vice-President. 


Mr. TuatcuEer :—The question turns upon the con- 
struction of the charters of 1883 and 1893. 

Mr. Huntine:—If late Vice-Presidents have no 
right to be in this room to-day, there are men voting 
here who are not members of the Council, and therefore 
the election of the President is annulled. 

Vet.-Col. Lampert:—I have been a Vice-President. 
before, and 1 was always informed that I remained in 
office until my successor was appointed. 

Prof, Wii.u1aMs :—I think myself that the Charter of 
1893 does not rescind the bye-law, and that therefore 
Colonel Lambert is quite within his rights to be here 
to-day. 

Prof. PenspertHy:—We are now a new Council 


electing our own officers, and how can a gentleman who- 


is not a member of the Council elect its officers ? 

Vet.-Col. Lampert :—I wish to say that whatever 
decision the meeting may come jto, I should not vote or 
propose anybody to-day. I came here at great incon- 
venience to myself, and I would rather retire than there 
should be any discussion about it. 

(Vet.-Col. Lambert here left the Council chamber). 

Mr. Merrick :—I hold that Colonel Lambert’s suc- 
cessor was elected at the annual meeting. There were 
32 members elected there. 

Mr. Huntine:—There is another point—as to the 
legality of the election of President. It is decided that 
Colonel Lambert is not a member of Council and had no 
right to vote. Therefore we have illegally elected the 
President. 

Mr. Simpson :—I do not think any decision has been 
given with regard to Colénel Lambert’s presence to-day. 
He has retired from the room. 

Mr. Huntine :—I formally asked the question whether 
the late Vice-Presidents had aright to be present in 
this room to-day and to vote or to take any part in the 
elections. 

The Presipent :—I must ask the legal adviser of the 
college to answer that question,if‘you insist upon it I 
must vacate the chair now, and ask the late President to 
take the chair again, and begin the business de novo. 

Mr. Huntine :—I should be sorry to inconvenience the 
Council, but I insist upon my question being answered, 
and its full effects being carried out. 

Mr. Simpson :—After all, would it not be simply a 
question of a bad vote ? 

Mr. Merrick :—The Council consists of 32 members, 
and if the 6 Vice-Presidents elected last year had been 
here to-day, the Council would have consisted of 38 
members, and that would have been illegal. 


Mr. THatcHeR:—When there are two Charters in 
contradictory terms the latter one is the ruling one. 
The result of that is that we must abide by the Charter 
of 1893. That says that the President and Vice-Presi- 
dents shall be elected from the members of the Council 
only. “The number of members of Council shall on and 
after the next Annual General Meeting be 32.” ‘The 
result of that is that it overrides in my opinion the 4th 
clause of the Charter of 1883. 


The Present : —It appears ‘to ine after the decision 





of the solicitor I have no business to be in the chair. 
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must therefore ask the late President to occupy it. (Cries 
of “No! no!”) 

Prof. McFaypgan :—It still remains to be asked 
whether the election of President is valid or not on 
account of one wrong vote being cast. 

Mr, Tuatcuer :—In my opinion it is not invalid. It 
ought to have been objected to at the time. 

Mr. TriceeR :—You think the election good ? 

Mr. THatcHER :—Yes, I do, 

Mr. TriccerR :—I move that we proceed to tho next 
business. 

Mr. Huntine :—I give notice that I shall — in 
another place to any proceedings that are illegally con- 


ducted here. 

The PresipEnt :—After those remarks I shall retire 
from the chair. 

Mr. Wragg then vacated the chair, which was taken by 
Mr. Mulvey. 


Mr. Mctvey :—The business of the meeting is to elect 
a President. Will you please nominate you candidates. 

Mr. Simpson :—I beg to propose Mr. Wragg. 

Mr. Huntine :—I beg to nominate Mr. Simpson. 

Mr. Srupson :—I beg to decline the honour. 

Mr. Mutvey :—If there is no other nomination, I put 

| it to the meeting. 

Mr. Wraae was duly elected. 

Mr. Burnett :—1 have great pleasure in nominating 
Mr. Hunting. 

Mr. Moutvey :—You are too late. 

Mr. Wraae again took the Presidental chair. 


ELEcTIOoN oF VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


The following gentlemen were nominated as Vice- 
Presidents :— 

Mr. Mulvey 
Mr. Trigger 
Prof. Penberthy 
Mr. Hartley 

Mr. Fraser 

Mr. Simpson 
General Sir Frederick Fits Wygram 
-Mr. Mason. 

Mr. Barford 

Mr. Kidd 

Mr. Lawson 

The ballot was taken and announced as follows. 

The Presipent:—I declare Mr. Trigger, Mr. Mulvey, 
Gen. Sir Frederick FitzWygram, Mr. Simpson, Prof. 
Penberthy, and Mr. Fraser to be elected as Vice-Presi- 
dents for the ensuing year. 

















ELEcTION oF SECRETARY AND REGISTRAR. 


Mr. Mutvey:—I have very great pleasure in moving 
that Mr. A. W. Hill remains as Secretary and Registrar. 
During the last 13 months he has had a great deal of 
work to do in connection with the various alterations 
that have taken place, and he has done everything that 
he possibly could to carry out my instructions and the 
duties of his office. Ihave very great pleasure in moving 
his re-election. 

Mr. Hartiey seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. A. W. Hitt (Secretary) :—I beg to thank you 
gentlemen for your kindness in re-electing me, and for 
the kind expressions that have fallen from Mr. 
Mulvey. 

At the termination of the above meeting a Quarterly 
Meeting was held, Mr. F. W. Wragg, President in the 






















Finance ComMITrEz. 
The Szcrerary read the report of this committee from 


which it appeared that there was a balance at the bank 
«f £1006. The committee recommended that copies of 







various county councils and also to various town clerks. 
It also recommended that in future the secretary for 
Scotland be instructed to forward the full amount of fees 
received to London, and that the accounts be paid from 
London. 

Mr. Mutvey :--I beg to move that the report of the 
Finance Committee be received and adopted and that 
cheques be drawn to meet the liabilities. 

r. NisBet seconded the motion. 

Mr. Huntine :—May I ask why it is proposed that 
Mr. Rutherford should send the whole of the fees up 
here. It is entirely a new departure, and will only 
complicate Mr. Rutherford’s accounts. 

The Presmpent :—lt is the recommendation of the 
Finance Committee. 

Prof. Wattey :—I agree with Mr. Hunting and I 
do not see why this question should have cropped up, 
and I think we ought to have some explanation of the 
reason. 

Mr. Stimpson :—-After a very considerable amount of 
discussion the committee unanimously decided to recom- 
mend the Council that this alteration should take place, 
for the simple reason that on the one side you have 
details of the receipts whereas on the other side you have 
not a detailed account of the expenditure. It is really 
in the interests of the Council in order: to make the 
thing more intelligible to them that the committee 
decided to recommend the alteration. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then 
carried with one dissentient. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


The Szcretary read the report of this committee 
which stated that the case with regard to the Veterinary 
Chemist had come before the Divisional Court snd Mr. 
Justice Day and Mr. Justice Lawrence comfirmed the 
magistrates decision and dismissed the appeal with costs, 
stating they did not consider the assumption of the title 
of “veterinary chemists” an infringement of the Act. 
With regard to the book it was not sufficient evidence of 
prescribing to such an extent to bring the person within 
the 17th section as being qualified to practice. The 
committee further recommended that various prosecutions 
should be instituted, and that the name of Mr. William 
Joseph Vivian be restored to the Register of Existing 
Practitioners. 

Prof. Watury :--I beg to move that this report be 
received. 

Mr, Huntinea :—-I should like to ask whether this is a 
report signed by the chairman of the committee, or 
whether it is merely minutes of the meeting? There is 
a Resolutiou in existence that every committee should 
hand in a signed report, but that is never done. We 
should either have proper reports or else that resolution 
should be rescinded. 

Mr, Simpson :—I beg to propose that the report be not 
only received, but adopted. I find that it is signed by 
the chairman. 

Prof. Watuzy :—-1 should like to ask if the decision 
with reference to the “veterinary” chemist business is 
final, and if this Council is now absolutely helpless in 
the matter. It seems a monstrous thing that a man 
should call himself a “‘ veterinary ” chemist if he chooses. 
Mr. Tuatcuer :-—There is the right of appeal to the 
Court of Appeal and then to the House of Lords. 
Whether it is advisable to undertake an appeal is another 
matter. 

Mr. TrigcER :—As a member of the Registration com- 
mittee, I can assure Prof. Walley that we keep our eyes 
open to those cases. We think it better to take another 


case than to appeal on this case. The Registration com- 
mittee have given great attention to this matter, and as 
long as we can get another case we shall not lose sight 
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Mr. Sumeson :—I beg to propose that the report’ be 
adopted and that the recommendations be carried into 
effect, and that the seal of the college be affixed to the 
prosecutions. 

Mr. NIsBETT 
carried. 


scouted the resolution which was 


PRESENTATIONS. 


The SzcreTARY announced the following presentations 
to the library :—“ A treatise on the diseases, the lame- 
ness and accidents to which the horse is liable,” by Vet.- 
Major Adams ; and the Calendar for 1893 from the Col- 


lege of Preceptors. 
CoRRESPONDENCE. 


The SxzcreTary read the following letter from Mr- 
Evandu Browne :— 
“To the President, Council, Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons.” 
Gentleman,—* With the view to qualifying myself for 
the A.V.D. at the suggestion of the late Prof. Steel, I 
entered the Bombay Veterinary College in 1888, under 
the assurance of Professor Steel that the Bombay 
diploma would be accepted by the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, I passed through the Indian course 
securing the first place in the 1st class, besides taking 
various prizes and scholarships. The non-recognition of 
the Bombay diploma by the London College has rendered 
it necessary for me to graduate in London, and I have 
already passed the Ist and 2nd examinations with ‘ great 
credit.’ I now venture to ask to be permitted to present 
myself for the final examination at Christroas next, in- 
stead of May, 1894, my reason being that I shall be over 
age for the A.V.D. if I do not complete the course by 
Christmas next. I shall be 26 next March. The curri- 
culum of the Bombay College extends over three full 
years, with an examination at the close of each, the tests 
being written, oral, and practical, and the examiners 
being appointed by Government. The work J did in 
Class C at Bombay extended over ten months. During 
the whole of the three years course I was engaged in 
clinique and hospital practice in accordance with the 
rules of the College, and I may say I have taken every 
opportunity of attending practice whilst I have been in 
London, From the foregoing it will be seen that my 
case presents exceptional features, and I venture to hope 
that it will receive your favourable consideration, It is 
not my object to shirk any of the work, but simply to 
save time, in order that I may be enabled to pursue the 
= — mapped out for myself.” 
e Presipent:—Have you any rem 
about this letter / , _ Vor 
Prof. Wauuey :—I think there are a good . 
marks to be mede about it. If the Couneil maren te the 
petition it opens a very wide question with reference 
to the admission of students into all the veterinary 
peer ae eo mg. with this subject have been 
rescinded, and we have declined to r is 
— the United Kingdom. — 
‘et.-Lieut.-Col, OLrpHant :—The Bombay i 
College is not a recognised institution at i . Thane 
Mr. Mutvey :—lI take it that we have no power to 
accede to the request contained in this letter. It would 
necessitate an alteration of the bye-law and for that 
purpose three month’s notice must be given. 7 
— Witutams :—I move that the letter lie upon the 
Mr. Hunting :—I beg to move that 
ng upon this subject (35) be ps eas riage 3 
= to go up for his examination three months 
Mr. Tuatcuer :—You can gi i f j 
will have to be suspended for td coone A oe 
Vet.-Capt. Raymonp:—De I understand that Mr. 


Hunting wishes to have this bye-law suspended to enable 
this man to enter the Army ? 

Mr. Huntine :—To get his diploma. 

Vet.-Capt. RayMonp:—The minimum age of candi- 
dates is 21 and the maximum age 26 except on special 
and urgent occasions when the latter may be exceeded. 
So that if he wishes to enter the Army there will be no 
difficulty at all about it after he has passed his examina- 
tion. 

Mr. Huntine:—I give notice that I will move that 
bye-law 35 be suspended temporarily in order to let this 
candidate go up for examination. | 

Prof. Wa.uiey :—We have refused to allow men in 
under these conditions over and over again. 

Mr. Hartiry:—I second Professor William’s motion 
that the letter do lie on the table. 

The motion was carried, and the Secretary was reques- 
ted to write to Mr. Evandu Browne informing him of 
the resolution. 

LETTER FROM THE R.V.C. 


The Secretary read the following letter from the 
Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town :— 

“ At a specially convened meeting of the General Pur- 
poses Committee of the Governors of this College the 
following resolution was adopted, viz.—‘That the 
Governors of the Royal Veterinary College having deci- 
ded unanimously that it is disastrous to the best interests 
of the students that a break should occur in the collegiate 
course from May to October, ask for the co-operation of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons in order that a 
Summer Session may at once be established. 

The Governors would point out that by holding an 
examination in July a six week’s vacation at the close of 
the Winter Session, viz., from 1st April to the middle of 
May, will afford the students greater facilities for seeing 
the more important parts of country practice than at pre- 
sent exist. 

The Committee wish to say that as time now is of the 
greatest possible importance, they trust the Council of 
the Royal College of Veterinary ‘Surgeons may give this 
matter their consideration at the earliest opportunity.” 


Prof. Watugy :—I &pprehend that no steps can be 
taken in this matter unless some resolution is brought 
before the Council. 

Prof. McFapygan ?—I submit that it is quite compe- 
tent for this Council to give instructions, as our rules 
provide that examinations shall be held in March, April, 
or May, in July, and in December. 

Prof. WatLey :—You are asking for an alteration in 
the curriculum. 

Prof. McFapygan :—We are asking for nothing except 
that the Council shall direct that an examination be held 
in July providing there is a sufficient number of candi- 
dates, It was thought courteous to the Council to assign 
a reason for askirig. 

Mr. Merrick :—I should like to know how many 
country practitioners would wish to take in a youth for 
six weeks to see country practice. 

_ Prof. McFapyzan:—We all know that a request 
similar to this has been already before the Council, and 
that it was refused with very scant discussion. I do not 
blame the Council for that, but I think some of those 
who voted on the matter took an erroneous view of the 
facilities that would be offered to students under the 
contemplated new arrangement. If I am rightly in- 
formed, the reasons that were urged against making it 
possible for the Governors of the Royal Veterinary 
College to institute a Summer Session were, that the 
weight of certain teachers from other schools was throw? 
against it. I think that that on their part was rather 4 
mistake, because they seemed to have jumped to the con- 
clusion that they must necessarily follow whatever 





scheme of education is adopted at Camden Town. I do 
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not see that that follows naturally at all. The Camden 
Town School has no wish to compel any of the other 
veterinary Colleges to adopt a Summer Session. The 
other reason assigned for not granting the request was 
that it would deprive the students of existing facilities 
for seeing practice. I deny that, and I contend that by 
allowing the Camden Town School to institute a Summer 
Session, with an examination at the end of the Session, 
the students will receive additional facilities for seeing 
practice. At the present time students are debarred 
from seeing practice during the time when it can best be 
seen—during the months of March and April. Nobody 
can deny that the student during those months will see 
more practice in the country than he will see during 
three or four months at any other time. With regard to 
the remark that has been made that no country practi- 
tioner will take a pupil for six weeks, everybody must 
judge upon that point himself. There are plenty of gen- 
tlemen who are willing to take pupils and show them 
practice. The pupils do not go to practitioners for six 
weeks alone. Many of our students have already seen 
practice, and they have standing engagements to go back 
to the practitioners to whom they have been pupils. 
Since the Session has closed I have been in communica- 
tion with gentlemen who are anxious to get pupils, and 
who are desirious of getting first-year pupils, in order 
that they may come not only for the first summer vaca- 
tion, but go back again on subsequent occasions before 
they obtain their diplomas. I maintain that no other 
system than the one we propose to carry out will enable 
students to take full advantage of spring practice, and to 
see, amongst other things, parturition. The other 
reason urged against this request was that it would 
destroy the existing uniformity of examinations. I think 
that is rather a feeble reason to urge against it. Absolute 
uniformity in examinations is not obtainable, but prac- 
tical uniformity is obtainable, and I submit it would be 
obtainable under this system. Then there is another 
objection, which might have had some force, and which I 
should have anticipated to have come from our treasurer, 
namely, that it would be more costly. I submit that it 
would not cost more than the priniing of an additional 
set of papers, which would come to something under a 
pound, We do not want an additional examination. 
The examiners have to come here in March, April, or 
May in any case, even if you do not sanction the new 
arrangement. We merely ask, instead of your paying 
their railway fares for coming once in those months that 
they shall come here in July. This request is merely 
asking the Council to do what anyone reading the bye- 
laws would infer that they were in the habit of doing, be- 
cause the bye-law has never been abrogated which says 
that an examination must be held three times a year, 
March, April, or May, in J uly, and in December. I can 
remember very well when this College was glad to send 
its examiners anywhere where nine candidates could be 
presented. Suppose we were to pass a resolution going 
back to that, but with this difference, that the Examining 
Board shall examine candidates at any school where 
‘twice that number, 18 students, are ready to present 
themselves for examinations. The fees for that would 
be 72 guineas, and I think I am right in saying that the 
College makes a handsome profit out of every day’s work 
of that kind. Having a certain responsibility in con- 
nection with the Camden Town School, I am anxious 
that this arrangement, which I hold will make it most 
a as an instrument for teaching, should be carried 
vat. 

Mr. Hunrine:—Prof. McFadyean commenced by 
telling us that this matter had but scant discussion when 
1t was last brought before us. That is not in my memory. 
It was pretty t oroughly discussed, and not only here, 
for we had two meetings of a Committee of this Council 
‘with the Governors of the Royal Veterinary College 








The whole thing comes to this, that we are asked to alter 
our arrangements to enable the Royal Veterinary College 
to adopt a Summer Session. That is really at the bottom of 
it; and it seems to me rather difficult to discuss the value of 
this without trespassing on the subject of a summer ses- 
sion, its value or otherwise. Prof. McFadyean says that 
the proper time for the student to see practice is March, 
April, or May. 

Prof. McFapyzan :—I did not say that that was the 
proper time: I said it was the best time. We under- 
stand that students will see practice at other times. 

Mr, Huntine :—Prof. McFadyean asks us how else the 
course can be arranged to enable students to see practice 
except by the way he proposes of putting off the exami- 
nations until July, and giving them six weeks holiday in 
April and May. There is a very much simpler way, and 
that is start your Session a month earlier, and finish it 
a month earlier. 

Prof. McFapyzan :—It is not possible. 

Mr. Huntine :—If it is not possible at Camden Town 
it is possible at three schools in Scotland. 

Prof. McFapyan :—I say it is not possible to conform 
to the regulation which prescribes a 30 weeks’ Session, 
and get through your examination in March by starting 
in September. 

Mr. Huntina:—The individual opinion of Prof. 
McFadyean is extremely valuable, but Iam not going to 
accept it as infallible in the face of the opinion of six 
other men who are equally teachers of Veterinary Science. 
I was a Member of the Conference with the Delegates of 
of the Camden Town Governors, and they distinctly 
asked us whether we had arranged with the other schools, 
We said that we had not, but that we would try to, and 
when we told the Camden Town College what we had 
done they approved of it. Now, as soon as the whole 
thing is arranged with the other schools, Camden Town 
wishes to go back to the suggestion which has already 
been declined by this College. If I might venture an 
opinion, I would say that Camden Town has not treated 
us with due courtesy over that Conference. They 
promised us a reply, but we have never hadit. At the 
second meeting we met with the intention of’settlin 
the same thing, but it went off like a knotless thread, an 
nothing was settled. The simple fact is this, and I say 
it advisedly, that the opinion of the Governors and 
Teachers of the Camden Town College in this matter are 
not in unison. One of the Governors told us that the 
chief reason he wanted a Summer Session was to teach 
practice, by which he meant balling horses and castrating 
colts. Another Governor’s reason was that they might 
teach Bacteriology and Histology, two absolutely and 
totally different things. As to the uniformity of exami- 
nation Prof. McFadyean, of course, makes that out to be 
asmall thing. He quite truly says, that perfect uni- 
formity at the present time does not exist. No; perfec- 
tion exists nowhere in human nature, but we try to get 
it as near as we can, and we get so near to it that nobody 
can say there isa particle of difference in the examina- 
tidns of England and Scotland. I say that considering 
the trouble we have had with the profession and the 
Schools over this matter of uniformity, we are now 
adopting the best plan we can to prevent any invidious 
comparison between the schools, and unless Camden 
Town can offer us stronger reasons than they have 
offered us, we ought to decline to shift our examinations 
from the date which suits other schools and may easily 
be made to suit theirs. 

Prof. Wauuxry :—-I have taken a great deal of interest 
in this matter, and I quite agree with most of the re- 
marks made by Mr. Hunting. Prof. McFadyean’s 
remarks with reference to scant discussion is not quite in 
accordance with fact, for I was present at the meeting, 
and the matter was discussed hesonahie here. Prof. 





McFadyean seemed to think that the other schools had 
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the idea that they must necessarily follow the lead of the 
Royal Veterinary College. The other Schools, as far as 
my knowledge goes, never had any such idea. What we 
felt was that if the Camden Town School was 
allowed to have an examination in July the principle of 
uniformity for which we have been fighting for years, 
would be entirely done away with. With regard to 
ractice it is said that it can be seen in March. I have 
ived in many districts in this country, and I take it that 
the real practice in parturition as far as cows are con- 
cerned would rather begin about April. As to castra- 
tion I know it is performed earlier in England than in 
Scotland, but it isa rare thing for practitioners to be 
castrating animals in March. If we commenced on the 
first of September we conld very well bring in our 30 
weeks up to the middle of April, and seeing that we have 
now got four Sessions instead of as originally three, I 
think we could very well manage to begin in September 
and still put in a sufficient length of time, and terminate 
early in April. At the Couucil Meeting prior to the 
Annual Meeting Sir Frederick Fitz Wygram said that the 
Veterinary College at Camden Town was prepared to 
begin in September, and he also made some statements 
to me to-day that they could very well begin at that 
time. I therefore do not quite understand how that 
matter agrees with what has been said. It is a great 
pity after all the trouble that has been taken in the re- 
arrangement of this educational business, and after the 
issue of that schedule which was handed to all the Col- 
leges for their opinion, that we should be asked to break 
through the arrangements we have all come to. It is 
ay, us in a constant state of unrest. The Camden 
own School in this schedule record their opinion that a 
four years course is undesirable, and now they are asking 
us to go on with the sameconditions. As far as Camden 
Town is concerned it is all very well to send men away 
for six weeks. The vast bulk of them have not far to go 
home, and what is more they have more money as a rule 
than Scotch students. 

Prof. WiLu1ams :—I am very much surprised that this 
discussion has been re-opened, as I thought it was en- 
— closed. Acting in good faith on what had been 
done, I have advertised my college to open in September. 
Taking a common sense view of this matter I think you 
will agree with me that if we begin in September and 
finish early in April, our young men have a chance to go 
to practitioners not for six weeks but for the whole sum- 
mer. Ihave spoken to veterinary surgeons and they 
say that they will not be bothered with the students for 
six weeks. This arrangement has been hailed as a good 
thing by the practitioners as it will enable them te go 
away for a little holiday and they can leave their busi- 
ness with a young man who has been with them for some 
weeks previously. I think—both for the practitioner 
and the students—it is a far better arrangement to begin 
in September. The experience we had of a Seah 
Session before was certainly not at all sutisfactory. I do 
not know what Prof. Walley has done, but I have re- 
pared my syllabus to open in September, and I think 
that this is one of the best ideas that has emanated from 
one of the members of this Council for a very long tim 

Mr. TriacER :—I am quite sure it would be with at 

: 1 great 
regret that this Council should refuse an y reasonable 
request from any of the teaching schools, but I thi k 
this Council will agree that if we are to have success a 
our graduates are to be on an equality, we must stick t 
the text as laid down. We cannot carry out the h wi 
suggested by the Royal Veterinary College and = “the 
same time have uniformity in our pone toe ; It 
seems to me that the Camden Town School is os oe : 
ing to dictate to other schools what the mu pene! 
With regard to what has been said about practies in ye 
summer practice in the 

months, as a matter of fact speaking as a re- 
presentative country practitioners,the two busiest months 





are May or June when a young man would certainly see 
the greatest number of cases of gestation and parturition. 
If any argument was wanted against a summer session 
surely the present summer would be sufficient. It has 
not been fit to take a horse out to work, and itit not 
weather in which you can expect students to study. It 
is not for this Council to dictate to the Camden Town 
School whether they shall or shall not have a summer 
session ; but I do think that if the Camden Town School 
insists on having a summer sessson they could do so and 
still have their examination at the time we have laid 
down. 

Prof. McFapyean :—If I am in order [ shall move a 
resolution in this matter. I should like first, however, 
to make an explanation. Mr. Hunting said that the 
proposal to start in September emanated from the 
Camden Town School. 

Mr. Huntine :—No ; was accepted by them. 

Prof. McFapygan :—They were prepared to consider 
that arrangement and probably to accept it if the ex- 
amination could have been carried out so as to leave the 
whole mouth of April free. In my opinion a session of 
thirty weeks is rather too short than too long, and by 
beginning on the 30th September they cannot begin the 
examination before the 30th April. I have listened with 
every desire to be converted on the matter of this 
question of uniformity, but I maintain that what we ask 
in no way disturbs uniformity. We ask that the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons shall give 
directions that whenever there is a sufficient number of 
candidates anywhere to hold an examination they shall 
do so. I beg to move, “That it be an instruction to 
our secretary that he shall summon the examining board 
in March, April, or May, in July and in December, pro- 
vided there are 18 candidates prepared to present them- 
selves at any school.” 

Mr. TrigGER :—Will it not be necessary to give notice 
of that ? 

Professor McFapygan :—The bye-law does not exist. 

The Prestpent :—Will any gentlemen second that 
proposition ? 

There being no seconder, Prof Mc}adyean’s motion 

fell to the ground. , 
_ Mr. Huntine :—I beg tgypropose that a letter be sent 
in reply to the Camden own School informing them 
that this Council regrets that it is unable to accede to 
their request. 

Mr. Lawson seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 

(To be continued.) 








VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


—_——— 


A meeting of this Association was held in the Imperial 
Hotel, Darlington, on Friday, June 16th, 1893, at 4 
pm. Mr. F, R, Stevens, president, in the chair. There 
were also present Messrs. J. E. Peele, Durham ; (. J 
Harvey, W. N. Dobbing, and G. C. Hill, Darlington ; A. 
Peele, West Hartlepool; G. E. Gibson, Ferryhill ; D. 
Barningham and W. Awde, Stocktou-on-Tees. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from Prof. 
Walley and Williams, Messrs. T. Greaves, Mr. T. Briggs; 
G. E. Nash, Jno. Nettelton and A. Neish. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and-confirmed, 

Mr. A. Peele showed an ulcerated larynx from a dog, 
and the President produced a large calculus taken from 4 
cart horse post-mortem, which weighed 124lbs. 
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Mr. Nash’s resolution that an oral speculum be pur- 
chased found no seconder, the general feeling being that 
it was necessary that some tooth instruments should be 
purchased for the use of members of the Association, and 
the President gave notice of his intention at the next 
meeting to move a resolution to that eftect provided 
that there are sufficient funds available for the pur- 


Pot was proposed by Mr. Harvey, and seconded by Mr. 
A. Peele, that as the North Eastern Hotel had changed 
its management and was so conveniently placed for those 
members coming in by train, that in future the meetings 
of the Association should be held there.—Carried. 

The Secretary reported that the Committee appointed 
to consider the question of a donation to the funds of 
the British Institute of Preventive Medicine had met 
and decided that the matter ought to remain in abeyance 
until some further information could be obtained as to 
its working. 

Proposed by Mr. Peele, and seconded by Mr. Harvey, 
that this decision be acted upon.—Carried. 

On the report from the Committee appointed to con- 
sider the question of an annual picnic amongst. the mem- 
bers being presented, it was found that they recommen- 
ded that a picnic be held on Friday, August 11th, 1893, 
at Castle Howard, and that each member should be 
at liberty to take his wife or a lady friend. This report 
was also adopted by the meeting, and it was left in the 
hands of the Committee to issue a circular to the mem- 
bers about a fortnight previous to the proposed date in 
order to find out how many were likely to go, and if a 
sufficient number promised, to make the necessary 
arrangements for it. 

Mr. Awde nominated Mr. G. C. Hill, M.R.C.V:S., 
Darlington, and the President nominated Mr. G. E. 
Gibson, M.R.C.V.S., Ferryhill, as members of the Asso- 
ciation. 

The election of officers for the ensuing year then 

followed :—President, Mr. J. G. Deans, M.R.C.V.S., 
Bishop Auckland.’ Vice-Presidents, Mr. A. Peele, 
F.R.C.V.S., West Hartlepool ; Mr. A. Neish, M.R.C.V.S., 
Northallerton. Treasurer,Mr. H. H. Roberts, M.R.C.V.S., 
Bishop Auckland. Secretary, Mr. W. Awde, F.R.C.V.S., 
Stockton-on-Tees. Auditors, Mr. W. T. Briggs, 
M.R.C.V.S., Darlington ; Mr. W. N. Dobbing, M.R.C.V.S., 
Darlington. 
_ The Secretary reported that acting in accordance with 
instructions received at the special meeting, he had put 
himself in communication with the Secretary of the 
North of England Association, and had joined with them 
and the Border Counties in issuing a joint circular to the 
profession asking them to support the nominees of the 
three Associations. This had been done, and the result 
of the election of Members of Council showed that their 
candidate was sixteenth on the list with a total of 370 
votes, having just missed obtaining a seat by 19 votes. 

Mr. J. E. Peele was warmly congratulated on having 
obtained a seat on the Council of the R.C.V.S., and the 
hope expressed that he might long be spared to represent 
the Association at Red Lion Square. 

The Secretary then introduced the subject of Profes- 


sional Charges for consideration, the discussion of which 
was adjourned. 





W. Awnveg, Hon. Sec. 


War Orrice, July 4th. 
Yeomanry Cavary. 
Wonrcestersuire (tHE QuEEN’s Own WorcestTER- 


Corps on his retirement. 
War Orrice, July 7th. 


NorTHuMBERAND (Hussars).—Veterinary- Lieut. G. 
Elphick to be Veterinary-Capt. 








REVIEW. 


*THE FARRIER, OR “NO FOOT, NO HORSE.” 





This is a book on the horse’s foot and shoeing by a 
soldier—Major Fisher. Perhaps it is unfair to treat 
it too seriously. We have no right to expect that 
amateurs shall write with knowledge on shoeing or 
any other subject. When a farrier publishes a 
manual on ‘‘ Cavalry Tactics’ or an engineer writes 
‘“‘ A guide to gardening’’ we may expect a rather 
pitiful performance but hitherto common sense and 
modesty have prevented experts in one calling from 
boldly offering to guide and criticise the technical 
work of others. 

We do not know whether Major Fisher has pub- 
lished any books on military subjects, but we hope 
sincerely that he will refrain from any further 
attempts to explain or teach farriery. 

A Duchess of Gordon who had a most skilful shep- 
herd is said to have once told him ‘‘ You may be a 
man amongst sheep but you are certainly a sheep 
amongst men.”’ It seems to us that the words of the 
witty duchess might be slightly altered to express 
the relative position of Major Fishe: to soldiers and 
farriers. 

Were we not certain that the book must do harm 
we should not waste time in further notice. It will 
be read—not by farriers or veterinary surgeons—but 
by the owners of horses, and the more stupid and 
meddlesome of that class will probably adopt and 
endeavour to have put in practice some of the errors 
recommended by the author. There is no such 
dangerous person as one whose enthusiasm about any 
subject surpasses his knowledge. The author of this 
book possesses abundant enthusiasm with the very 
shallowest knowledge of his subject, and the funniest 
thing about it is that he never once seems to imagine 
that he is anything less than a divinely inspired 
master of the art, who is condescending enough to 
put other people right. He is down on ignorance in 
every chapter. On page 8 he writes ‘‘ Someone has 
said and said truly that the cruelty of ignorance is 
oftentimes greater than that of vice,” and two pages 
farther on we find this—* a really good farrier will 

never, under any circumstances, drive a nail falsely 
enough to cause lameness.’’ Now the ‘cruelty and 

ignorance ’’’ of this statement is at once apparent to 

anyone who knows, but some owners of horses will 

doubtless accept it as correct, and visit with pains and 

penalties some poor farrier who fails to drive a nail 

correctly in a foot where every nail is only driven by 

the exercise of the highest amount of skill. 





* The Farrier or ‘‘No Foot no Horse,” by Major G. T. 





sure Hussars).— Veterinary-Major H. R. Perrins 


Fisher.—Richard Bentley and Son, London. 
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Chapter III. is devoted to the “ construction of the 
foot’ and should be carefully avoided by anyone who 
does not understand the subject. To those who do, 
this chapter may be recommended when they feel 
dull and want amusement. They will find that the 
horn tubes are “ filled with an oily kind of substance. 
These tubes are “called the insensitive lamine, In 
order to distinguish them from those plates of horn 
(sic) termed the sensitive lamine.” 

After this anatomical effort our author takes a 
plunge into philosophy, and exhibits his idea of 
evolution by the remark “ There is nothing in nature 
which has come by chance, no matter what latter- 
day theorists may assert to the contrary.” We should 
like to know who has ever asserted anything of this 
sort ; and why a man cannot be satisfied with exhibi- 
ting his anatomical ignorance without also showing 
that he does not comprehend modern scientific thought. 

On page 25 is some more anatomy—* The coronet 
may be described as a hollow band which encircles 
the crust at its upper edge.” 

On page 27 it is stated “the duty of the crust is 
to support the entire weight of the animal. The sole 
takes comparatively little part in this.” It is curious 
how the action of the frog and sole as supporters of 
weight should be overlooked. The very form of the 
sole—its arch—should suggest that its use must be 
to support, but that it effects this only through its 
abutments. 


Following this last quotation are some extracts 
from ‘Dr. South’ on which the author remarks, 
‘‘T have inserted the foregoing quotations because 
they explain the subject—a somewhat difficult one— 
far better than I could.”’ If this flash of intelligence 
could have only illumined the whole of the author’s 
anatomical writings what a blessing it would have 
been! ‘There are at least four or five books he could 
have copied all he wanted from, and he might have 
apologised at the end for want of originality by saying 
‘‘it was done far better than I could.” 

The chapter finishes with the expression of a hope 
that the descriptions have been clear and intelligible, 
and when we read this we at first thought it was the 
preamble of an apology—but no! the modest author 
only doubts the intelligence of his reader, and thinks 
he might have done better if he had not refrained 
from using scientific terms. This is too good—just 
fancy, if possible, the use of scientific words by this 
author as a help to descriptions of parts which he 
— not understand either anatomically or physiologi- 
cally. 

In Chapter IV. we get to the more practical part 
of the farrier’s art, and our author tells his readers 
that very little improvement has taken place.in the 
shape or manufacture of shoes during the last 300 
years. The only explanation we can offer of this 
statement is that Major Fisher is unable to discrim- 
inate between one shoe and another. The shoes of 
the 16th century were all wide, and when seated at 
all, were dished like a saucer. In this one matter of 
“seating "’ the modern shoe differs from the ancient 
one no more than a rifle differs from a smooth-bore 
but the improvement is only evident to those who 
know something about shoes. The rest of the chap- 
ter is taken up by declamation about the evils of 


rasping the wall and paring the sole, with the usual 
words of reprobation for the ignorant and brutal 
farrier. The impression given to the reader is that 
the farrier wilfully destroys horses’ feet either from 
laziness or negligence. The real fact is that the 
evils here pointed out are the result of previous 
teaching—are due entirely to the action of amateurs 
who wrote books a generation ago and taught the 
farrier to do what is now complained of. To the 
author’s question—‘‘Am I unjust or over-severe in 
strongly denouncing such delinquencies?” we 
answer—No, onlyignorant. 

We cannot afford the space to follow closely all the 
errors of this superficial little book. We are told a 
shoe should not be wider than the wall; we are 
advised that the turned-up-toe shoe, first suggested 
by Hallen is a good pattern. Weare not told that it 
requires the toe of the hoof to be cut away to an ex- 
tent which can only be described as mutilation. We 
find a confession of ignorance as to what the object 
of ‘‘ fullering’’ a shoe may be, and a condemnation 
of it as ‘‘an excessively bad principle.”’ 

It is stated that if five nail-holes are insufficient, 
fifty will not do better; that clips are quite un- 
necessary ; that a bar-shoe is merely a three-quarter 
shoe, the heels of which are connected by a bar of 
iron ; that to protect an injured foot by a leather sole 
is ‘‘ altogether a false principle ’’ ; that ‘‘ cutting ”’ is 
‘entirely attributable to faulty shoeing’; and, 
after all this, naturally enough, that the only proper 
plan of shoeing is the Charlier. The prophecy is 
made that this system will ere long “‘ entirely super- 
sede the clumsy and faulty one at present existing,” 
but no reason is given for the well-known fact that 
the Charlier has been tried widely and is now almost 
abandoned. 

There are still 60 more pages which are devoted to 
the diseases of the horses foot, but we may safely 
treat them with online pausing only to warn un- 
educated readers against experimenting with any of 
the ‘‘ useful receipts’? to be found at the end of the 
book. One we must quote. It is— 


Clyster for Colic. 


Spirits of Turpentine 6 ounces 
Alces 2 drachms 


The aloes to be dissolved in warm water and the 
turpentine stirred into it. 

Verily ‘the cruelty of ignorance is oftentimes 
greater than that of vice” and we commend this 


receipt to the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals. 








EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


BUCHANAN V. THE TOWN COUNCIL OF 
AIRDRIE. 


A Disgasep Mat Case. 


Continued from p. 20. 


DeFeNpER’s Proor (continued). : 
Daniet Minter Gray, veterinary surgeon, Airdrie, 
cross-examined: When you went to the slaughter 
house on the Friday morning did you examine the o- 
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case ?--Yes. Did you examine anything else /—I exam- 
ined the lungs afterwards. You told us in your exam- 
ination in chief that you examined the carcase in the 
morning, did you examine the lung in the morning /— 
Yes. What time of day was this /—A little after eight 
o'clock in the morning. I was sent for to examine that 
purposely. That carcase alone /—Yes. Was there noth- 
ing said about another carcase ?/—Not until I got down 
tothe slaughter-house. When you examined this carcase 
in the morning did you see the lungs of the first carcase 
taken from the dunghill/—No. When you examined the 
carcase of this animal were the butchers finished with 
the dressing of the second animal /—It was farther down 
the slaughter-house. Was it in No. 2 Booth !—I cannot 
tell, it was either the second or third. Were they 
finished with the carcase by the time you were finished 
examining the first carease /—Yes. And when you went 
to examine the second carcase you cannot tell us how 
long before that they were finished ’!—They were just 
newly finished, they were sweeping up the place. Are 
you aware that these lungs (No. 1) had lain in the dung- 
stead all night /—-No, I am not aware. Do you mean to 
tell us that Mr. Pritchard did not tell you /—No, I can- 
not say. If Mr. Pritchard says that they did lie, that it 
was Friday when they were taken out /—Friday morning 
it must have been because I did not see them in the 
dungstead. I know that there are two entries in the 
inspection buok being the entries of the two carcases | 
examined that morning. These entries were made on the 
Friday night after I had again examined the two car- 
cases. [had both lungs before me at that time in the 
evening. I made an examination of the two carcases. 
With reference to No. 2 as it stood at first it is entered 
here “ carcase of a bull condemned as unfit for human 
food, D. M. Gray.”? That is the decision of the Inspec 
tor and his siguature?—Yes. “The result of proceed- 
ings, case of general tuberculosis, lungs, heart, and 
diaphragm thickly lined with tubercular deposit ”—that 
was the entry as it first stood in your book !—Yes, I do 
not know about the word “thickly.” Have you any 
other word to substitute for “thickly ” ?—It may beI do 
not know. 1 do not remember just now. I did not pay 
any attention to it. Can you explain how this eutry has 
been completely changed /—I admit that | was wrong in 
writing that and I went back into the room immediately, 
I was not out of the place, and when I found a big heavy 
carcase | thought it should not be condemned. I did not 
want to condemn the carcase. Can you tell how you 
came to change the word from “ general ”’ to “ local” /—It 
was a “local” there was no trace of disease in that case 
towards the abdomen. How do you come to alter the 
word “thickly” to “slightly” in reference to the 
diaphragm /—There was a part of it hanging up on the 
side of one wall. And you first thought it was thickly 
lined and then you afterwards thought it was slightly /-— 
I did not think anything of the kind. I do not know 
what [ thought. I just thought the carcase should be 
passed instead of being condemned. For some reason 
unexplained you thought this carcase should be passed 
and in consequence of your changing your mind you 
thought the book should also be changed ?—That is your 
explanation /—Yes, when I changed my mind it was as 
well to change the book. With reference to carcase No. 
1 yousay it was after consulting your notes that you 
altered the word “ abscess” into “abscesses” ?—I do not 
think I said after consulting my notes, but next morning 
I looked up to see what [ condemned it for. I knew 
certainly there were abscesses and the word ought to 
have been plural instead of singular, and I saw no harm 
in altering it. Was this second alteration not made the 
Same time as the time the alteration was made in the 
other entry /—No, Was this alteration from the singu- 


lar to the plural and the word from “ condemned ” to 


‘ 
“passed” not also wade on the same morning ?—No. 








How did you come to make the discovery /—I do not 
know. I just thought it was a pity to have a 
healthy carcase like that condemned when I saw 
no mark of disease on it. The lungs of No. 2 were 
brought to me out of the dungstead. Were the lungs 
and liver of No. 2 diseased ?— There was a slight trace of 
tuberculosis. Did you not consider at the time you 
made that entry that it should be condemned /—My 
fancy is to condemn every animal affected with tubercu- 
losis. But you did not do it?—No, it has never been 
done there. Will you point toa single entry in this 
book prior to the entry in reference to the carcase No. 1 
where the words “ notes taken” appear? I do not know 
what is in the book. I never look at it after making my 
entry. Is it not an average weight for a two-year-old 
Ayrshire heifer, 333lbs?—No. I would not say it is, [ 
would say if animal in good healthy condition 4cwt. 
Would you be surprised to find that the average weight 
of animals of this kind killed in Airdrie slaughter-house 
is about 3?—I do not know. Then you consider from 
weight alone that the animal was not in a healthy condi- 
tion ?—No, that does not necessarily follow. Was there 
anything to indicate at all in the carcase to show that it 
was not in a healthy condition /—The piece cut in the 
intercostal spaces. Did you draw the attention of anyone 
to that?—I think I would. Had the appearances you 
saw on the lungs any of the appearances of a cyst /—No, 
I consider them all abscesses. They had no appearance 
whatever of a cyst /—No, the large one had a cyst wall 
around it but it was an abscess all the same. But I 
would say there were no cysts there. You could not 
understand Professor Williams saying there were cysts 
there ?—He is quite at liberty to use his own opinion. 
What would you say the animal was suffering from /— 
Pleurisy, pneumonia and pericarditis. At the time it 
was killed ?—Yes, these were chronic, they had been on 
for two or three months anyhow. Would that prevent 
the animal from getting proper nourishment /—Yes, I 
am of opinion that the animal would be in that state for 
six months at the very least. An animal that has beeu 
in this state for six months what would you expect to 
find on examining it in life ?—Probably the hide would 
havea dry appearance and there would be acough. A 
frequent cough /—Not necessarily frequent it would de- 
pend entirely on the exercise she got. But there would 
be a cough ?—Yes, I would expect a cough and probably 
she would be stiff in the fore legs, that would be entirely 
due to pain in the chest. 

Would you expect something to be seen when it came 
into the ring /—From the amount of disease | found in 
the lung something might be seen but it depended on 
the butcher. The price might cover all it faults. What 
is the average price of an animal of that sort /—The 
markets vary so much J could not commit myself to a 
definite price. Do you say that these abscesses were 
interfering with the circulatiun of the blood /—I say no 
circulation could go on in the left lung. The abscesses 
then would not interfere with the circulation of the 
blood ?—The circulation of the blood was very much 
diminished as far as the abscesses are concerned I con- 
sider it would bean absorption of that putrid material 
You say that there was an absorption in the blood of the’ 
contents of these abscesses?/—That is the natural 
tendency. Was that the case here /—I consider so. How 
long would you expect the animal to live in that con- 
dition /—She would never have got better. How long 
would she have lived /—I do not know. How long had 
she been in that condition ?—I would say six months. 
Had the abscess burst here /—I do not know, it had not 
burst inside the lung. They may have been incapsuled 
so far as you know !—They may, there was only one 
incapsuled and it would be perforated by vessels. Did 
you examine the lymhatic glands /—Yes, the one I ex- 
amined was very dark in colour and pulpy. How do 
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you account for that !—-Surrounded by so much diseased 
tissue and the lymphatic veseels were altered also and 
bearing sympathy with the inflamed parts. Did you 
know at that time, that the pursuer or some person for 
him challenged the condemnation of the carcase /—I 
understood it in this light : he had never challenged the 
condemnation of it, he.took upon himself to bring another 
veterinary surgeon to examine it for himself, and when I 
knew that I repeated it to the magistrates. The opinion 
of that veterinary surgeon was not communicated to me. 
If it had been communicated to you and been different 
from your opinion would you still have persisted in the 
destruction of the carcase /—Yes. Iu a case of that sort 
would it not be a fair case for inquiry /—I said to the 
magistrates I condemn it but if you wish to give way to 
the opinion of other veterinary surgeons, [ will leave it 
to yourselves. 

By the Court : This is the only case which has ovcurr- 
ed in my practice in which the present proceedings have 
been followed. 

By Mr. Forsyru: This is the first time there has 
been a dispute. In previous cases where the carcases 
were condemned, the parties acquiesced in the action 
taken. 

Wm. Stark, Flesher, in the employment of the 
pursuer being sworn and examined, depones: [ kill or 
slaughter animals in the Airdrie slaughter-house for the 

ursuer, and killed there for him a heifer on Thursday, 
9 March last. It was between three and four o’clock in 
the afternoon when I killed it, I think. When you 
killed it and proceeded to dress it, did you strip off the 
skirt of the animal /—No. Do you know what the pleura is 
—the thin lining membrane of the lungs inside the chest 
next to the ribs?—Yes. Did you take that away from 
the animal ?—I did not take it away but I saw it taken 
away, ® Mr. William Bell took it away. How did he take 
away !—He tore it down with the hand quite simply. 
Is it usual to leave on that on a healthy animal /—Yes. 
It does not require to come off. Why did you take it 
off !—Because the lungs were a little adhering to the ribs 
which is.usually the case if we bleed a beast sometimes 
Had you to cut into the muscles to take away that /—The 
muscles, No. Did you at a later time cut off small 
portions between the muscles of the chest —between the 
tibs /—No, it all came off in a piece. Did you do any- 
thing to the carcase after that?—No. Did you see and 
remove anything from between the ribs of the animal ?— 
Nothing but a skin. Did you remove that /—Yes. And 
did you cut into the ribs to remove that /—Alittle. Inmore 
than one place /—On one side because it was adhering to the 
ribsalittle. Had you to cut the muscles to do that! No. I 
cut alongside the ribs. Was that not cutting the muscles ? 
—I could not say. When you saw Bell taking out the 
lungs and heart were they adhering together i/—The one 
lung was adhering a little to the ribs, the left lung. 
Were the lungs adhering to the heart /—No. What was 
the heart like ?—1t appeared to be sound enough accord- 
ing to my estimation, What do you generally do with 
the heart? We generally keep a sound heart and sell it 
What did you do with this one !—Flung it out for fear 
it was not good enough. Then you thought there was 
something wrong with it.—Yes, if I suspect anythin 
with anything then it goes to the midden. What a 
wrong with the heart !-—-With the lungs being a little 
touched I thought the heart might be touched too 
Were the lungs put in the midden too/—Yes, Did ou 
not try and separate the lungs from the heart 1No 
You thought the lungs and heart were bad ’—Yes and put 
them in the midden. When I saw the lungs were bald I 
do not pay much attention to the heart. The lungs and 
heart all came out in a lump and we gave en te 
Alexander Sherry, a message boy. To get the lungs off 


did i 
oil dt ean to get them out /—No, we could 





our hands, Were they not adhering | 


to the side ?—Yes, but we could pull them off. After the 
lungs were removed did you see any little nodules, pea- 
like bodies, on any part of the chest?!—No, I never 
noticed that. Was the flesh of a soraewhat dark colour ? 
--No it was quite good in my estimation. Was it not 
darker than usual?—No. Was it not a little inflamed 
where you had to cut in between the ribs?—No. Was 
it not a little more highly coloured on the fore legs than 
on the back legs?!—No. Was there not a difference in 
the appearance of the fore legs and the back in the colour 
of the flesh?—No. Did you see what was the matter 
with the lungs when you noticed them bad?—I saw 
nothing but a growth or a tumour, something like that 
the lungs were adhering and there was a growth. Did 
you cut into them to see what was the matter /—No. 

Cross-examined: You have said that all that you saw 
was a growth on the lung and that was the reason you 
sent it to the dungstead /— Yes, that is quite a common 
occurrence when anything of that nature is wrong with 
the internal organs, we always put them in the dungstead 
I know tuberculosis when I see it, the appearance of it, 
I saw no appearance of it in this animal. If I had seen 
any appearance of tuberculosis, I would have drawn the 
putchers attention to it. I generally do that and when 
there is tuberculosis I do not put away the organs with- 
out him seeing them. I saw the carcase weighed, I know 
the weight of it, it was nearly three cwt. It was 
weighed by Mr. Pritchard, the superintendent, immediate- 
ly after it was killed, [ saw the carcase of the animal 
which was killed in No. 2 that morning I went for this 
carcase, I saw appearance of tuberculosis there, I saw the 
skirt hanging upon the cleek, in my estimation it was 
tuberculous. 

ALEXANDER SHERRY residing in Airdrie being sworn 
and examined, depones:—I am message boy in the 
employment of the pursuer. I was in the Airdrie 
slaughter-house on Thursday the 9th of March last when 
a heifer belonging to the pursuer was killed in No. | 
booth. William Siark and William Bell handed to me 
the lungs and heart of the animal. [ do not know 
whether the lungs and heart were sticking together or 
not. I put them in the dunghill, [ just flung them in. 
Do you remember what part of the dunghilf 7—I just 
flung them over the dyke. Did you tell Captain Burt 
that you thought that théfe was not any other lungs 
there /—Yes. 

Cross-examined! I never looked to see if there was 
anything else there or not. 


(Defenders proof closed). 








THE SHIRE HORSE. 





The Stud Book undoubtedly has more largely con- 
tributed than any other influence to bring the Shire 
horse into popularity-and repute, aided in a very great 
degree by competitions in the showyard. In pre-Stud 
Book days, and prior to the time that large studs of 
breeding mares were collected throughout the kingdom 
by wealthy landed proprietors for breeding purposes, the 
Shire in Great Britain was a coarser, bigger, rougher 
horse than we find to-day, and, I may also add, perhaps, 
hardly as sound; but during the past dozen years it 
would seem that if to-day we find a sounder animal we 
must admit that this has been attained at a loss of size. 
This loss of size was not felt much or appreciated as long 
as the American export trade was in full swi , but now 
that the breeder has to cater for the towns as his princi- 
pal source of income, he finds himself decidedly at a dis- 
advantage, and the stallions of hig her quality, with 
sloping pasterns, silky feather, and what is termed show- 


yard action, are rapidly going out of favour, while the 
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rough, sour sorts are again into favour. The reason 
of this one has not far to hunt for, because it is evident 
that the stallion of quality approaches much too nearly 
the qualities of the mare to enable him to beget stock 
of size, weight, and subtance. Public opinion is by no means 
an easy thing to contend against, and, unfortunately, 
public opinion on the attributes of amale Shire has 
been gradually moulded by the continued verdicts of 
judges at shows. : 

It always has appeared to me that but few people 
appear able, in breeding Shires to sufficiently dis- 
criminate between the stallion and the mare, and many 
endeavour to attain to restoring weight by investing in 
big, overgrown mares, a method that would seem abso- 
lutely insane, because a moments reflection would prove 
that our best stallions spring from mares about 16 hands 
high, but with length and mare character about them. 
But, on the other hand, the Shire stallion that in future 
will find favour in the eyes of the farmer will stand at 
least 17 hand high; He will be full of masculine chrac- 
ter, be plentifully endowed with hair (not of too silky 
and mare-like texture), have plenty of bone—in fact, will 
in a great measure be the reverse of what of late years 
has found favour in the eyes of judges, who have only 
too often been carried away with flashiness and style, 
leaning towards the trot, and neglecting the walk. 

To the astonishment of very many people, the demand 
for weighty stallions for local stud purposes at the 
Spring Show at Islington this year was undoubtedly 
greater than it has been for a couple of years, and had 
there been a greater supply of rough, sound, 17 hands 
horses, both private individuals and societies would 
have picked them up with avidity. 

Nothing in the horse line to-day is scarcer, or easier 
sold when found, than a real brewer’s gelding ; London, 
Liverpool, Manchester, and all our large towns echo the 
samecry. Seventeen hands, with weight and substance 
those are the qualities required, and for those they are 
willing to pay the price.—The Live Stock Journal. 


THE BOMBAY VETERINARY COLLEGE. 
PROFESSIONAL EXAMINATIONS, 1893. 


_ The professional examinations of the Bombay Veter- 
inary College commenced on the 18th ult., and the 
Board of Examiners, concluded their sittings on the 
28th idem, when the results were declared in the College 
hall, in the presence of a large number of graduates and 
students. 

After the distribution of prizes Veterinary-Captain 
Morgan, President of the Board of Examiners, delivered 
the following address:—Gentlemen and Students,—On 
behalf of my fellow examiuers and myself I thank 
Veterinary-Captain Mills for the kind way he has spoken 
of our endeavours to carry out the examinations, and I 
trust that we have given you all a fair and patient hear- 
ing. Those of you who have been unsuccessful must try 

gain, and I feel sure that another year spent at this 
College can only tend to increase your knowledge and be 
beneficial to you in after-life. Those of you who have 
got your diploma must not go away with the idea that 
your work is finished, that there is nothing more to be 
earnt, and that necessity for reading has ceased. I have 
pent the whole of my life amongst stock, young and old, 
nd some twenty years in the profession, and | find that 
ew weeks, I may say days, pass without my learning 
omething fresh either from books or my fellow-men. So 
would ask you—if you mean to be successful men, to 
ork—not only work but work hard, or else you will find 
pes passed in the race of life by men who are keener 
™ more energetic than yourselves, I would also beg of 
u to try and become thoroughly practical men, handle 


a horse, and go round him like a workman, and avoid the 
methods of the novice. 

The Principal said: I have a few words to say to the 
students who have to-day obtained their diplomas. This 
day should be one of the proudest in your lives. You 
have now obtained a patent by which you will be enabled 
to earn your daily bread honestly and well. Let me 
impress upon you to keep up, and improve upon, the 
practical knewledge you have acquired at this College. 
Veterinary surgery is essentially a practical profession, a 
profession in which no amount of theory will ever make 
you useful and efficient. Theory is valueless unless it goes 
hand in hand with practice, and the man who cannot apply 
to some practical purpose what he reads is valueless asa 
veterinarian. I would also particularly ask you to give 
your attention to the diseases affecting cattle, athing I find 
many of the graduates of the College do not do, because 
cattle, you must remember, are the backbone of agri- 
culture, and from agriculture the principal portion of the 
revenue of this vast Empire is derived. Therefore, it 
behoves you to make their diseases a special study. 
Many thousands of cattle die yearly in India from dis- 
eases which we all know are to an extent preventible ; 
outbreaks of which in many cases utterly ruin the un- 
fortunate ryot whose herds they visit. It is a duty you 
owe, therefore, to your country, that you should make 
yourself thoroughly conversant with the prevention and 
treatment of such maladies. When cattle die, the loss 
does not end with the ryot. It must affect the revenue. 
When the ryot’s cattle are gune he cannot, as a rule, 
replace them, his lands lay fallow, and he is unable to 
pay the cess to Government; therefore, as [ have before 
said, the preservation of the cattle of India should be 
classed as a national one, and their diseases receive more 
attention than they do. 1 speak to you as an agricul- 
turist, myself having been brought up as a farmer, and I 
have carefully studied this subject during my thirteen 
years in India, and the further my observations go the 
more am I convinced that if you are to prove of service 
either to the State or to private individuals, it must be 
by giving every attention to the care and treatment of 
cattle, 


“THE NATIONAL” MEETING. 

The meeting which is to be held at Manchester on 
July 26th and 27th, under the presidency of Mr. Faulk- 
ner, appears to be increasing in importance as the days 
approach. The last alteration of the agenda paper, as it 
appears in our advertising column, shows that the execu- 
tive have now made their final arrangements, and that the 
business of the meeting is so divided and timed as to en- 
sure pleasant, orderly, and brisk proceedings. 

The Local Authorities will officially recognise the meet- 
ing, and as Manchester is a model of good Local Govern - 
ment our profession should seize the opportunity of 
showing its importance as a factor in any scheme for pro- 
tecting the health of the public. The subject of the 
Inspection of Meat, which will be discussed at Manchester, 
is a very prominent one just now, and one that veterin- 
arians may be supposed to speak upon with some 
authority. In the presence of those to whom is entrusted 
the carrying out of the sanitary laws, the words of veter- 
inarians on meat inspection should be measured and 
weighty. 

The proceedings of the National Veterinary Associa- 
tion are, unlike those of local veterinary societies, pablic, 
and the subjects discussed have, as a rule, a direct interest 
to the general public. They open up questions which 
preseat various aspects, and the veterinary point of view 
ean only be narrow and cramped unless it recognises 
these other sides of question. A purely professional 
view of meat inspection is too narrow to be either correct 








or practical. 
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THE CANADIAN CATTLE TRADE. 





At the Westminster Palace Hotel on Thursday 
morning, a deputation met, together with a num- 
ber of Members of Parliament, to hear an address 
on the subject from Sir Charles Tupper, High Com- 
missioner for Canada.—Mr. George Browne presided, 
and amongst those present were Lord Kinnaird, the 
Earl of Aberdeen, Sir John Leng, M.P., Dr. Farqu- 
harson, M.P., Mr. E. Wason, M.P., Mr. C. Cayzer, 
M.P., Mr. W. Jacks, M.P., Mr. Harry Smith, M.P., 
Mr. Parker Smith, M.P., Sir Charles Cameron, M.P., 
Mr. E. Robertson, M.P., Mr. A. Hutcheson (Perth- 
shire), Mr. J. Alexander (Forfarshire), Mr. John 8. 
Smith (Aberdeen), ex-Lord Provost Ure, Mr. Browne, 
Mr. Cumming, Bailies Graham and Brechin, Mr. 
Bonnor of Glasgow, ex-Lord Provost Hunter, Bailies 
Perrie and McKinnon, and Mr. Willsher, Mr. Thom- 
son, Mr. Watson, and Mr. T. R. Mackenzie. 

The Chairman referred to the previous deputation 
on the same subject which waited upon Mr. Gardner 
on the 14th February last. He regretted to say that 
‘ Mr. Gardner not only refused to remove the restric- 
tions, but he hadalso, to their disappointment, stopped 
the inspection of animals uponarrival, and the matter 
had therefore become more serious. 

Sir Charles Tupper dwelt upon the importance of 
the subject in relation to Canadian interests which, he 
said, were vitally affected by the restrictions. He 
was sure no person in this country wished to do in- 
justice to Canada, and he acknowledged the courtesy 
and sympathy he had received from the Board of 
Agriculture and from Lord Ripon in this matter. 
His case was that the Board of Agriculture had made 
@ very serious. and important mistake. The langs of 
very many thousands of animals had been examined, 
and only two or three had been declared, by three 
veterinary surgeons attached to the Board, to be 
suffering from contagious pleuro-pneumonia. On that 
the action of the Board was based. He declared con- 
tagious pleuro-pneumonia never had existed in Canada 
and did not exist there now; whereas certain districts 
of the United States had been hotbeds of the disease. 
He believed the scientific advisers of the Board were 
in error in supposing they had proved the existence 
of the disease in cattle from Canada. 

The deputation then proceeded to 8 St. James’s 
Square (the offices of the Board of Agricultu re) and 
were introduced to Mr. Gardner by the Earl of Aber- 
deen, who spoke of his deep interest in the 
question both from the Canadian and English point 

of view. (Applause.) Various speakers put to Mr. 
Gardner their case, which was practically- that 
of Sir Charles Tupper at the preliminary meeting. 

Mr. Gardner, in reply, expressed regret at his de- 

cision, which, however, he had been compelled to 
arrive at aftsr the most anxious and careful considera- 
tion of the whole facts and aspects of the case. His 
imperative duty had left him nothing else to do than 
to take the action of which they complained. In- 
spection would be continued ; but as previously noti- 
fied, the special inspection, which had coor been 
intended to be anything but temporary, would not be 
continued. He had most anxiously examined the 





facts with every desire and every hope that he should 
find himself in a position to come to a"different con- 
clusion, but he was }not satisfied that reasonable 
security existed against the admission of disease from 
As to whether his scientific advisers were 
mistaken, he only asked those present to suspend their 
judgment until they had perused the reports and 


Canada. 


papers on the subject he was, as soon as possible 
going to present to Parliament. He was convinced 
that with similar facts before them any one of the 
deputation would have arrived at a similar conclusion, 
and he regretted he could hold out no immediate 
prospect of the restrictions being removed. 











“TRYING A MAGISTRATE.” 


ANOTHER SEIZURE OF MEar. 


Scene:—“ The Borough Police Court.” 


Inspector Stagwaffe.—Your worship, I beg to apply 
for an order to destroy the carcases of a dozen cows 
killed this morning at the Lairage, and which are quite 
unfit for human food. 

Magistrate.—Very good. 
witnesses let them be called. 

Inspector.—Your worship, all the cows were in the last 
stage of consumption before being killed. In addition 
to this, four of them had the glanders, two had typhoid 
fever, two more had the measles, one had neuralgia, one 
had oldralgia, two had red- water, one had blue-water, and 
three were suffering from housemaid’s knee. 

Magistrate.—Great heavens! if what you say is true 
the town is in immediate danger of an epidemic—call 
your witnesses at once. 

First Witness.—I am au M.R.V.S., your worship ; the 
animals in question were in a fearful condition ; most of 
them were in a high state of low fever, and several had 
one foot in the grave. 

Magistrate.—This is horrfdle! do you mean one foot 
each in the grave, or one foot between them? Explain 
this important point. 

First Witness. —One foot each, your worship. 

Magistrate.—Deplorable. Next witness, please. 

Second Witness.—Yonr worship, I am an R.A.M, 
A.S.8S., &., &. Iwas called in to view the carcases in 
question, and found patches of white, red, blue, green, 
pink, and yellow, with the intermediate shade, on all the 
animals; the carcases were not fit for human food. 

Magistrate.—Fearful. Next witness. (Great excite 
ment in court.) 

Third Witness.—Your worship, I am medical officer for 
Timbuctoo; the animals in question should have beet 
destroyed years ago! their combined ages reached 
17 ,643,2543 years! I distinctly found traces of hydro- 
phobia, apoplexy, tuberculosis, and religious mania 1 
several of the animals, which were not fit for food—human 
or inhuman. 

Fourth Witness (through an interpretor).—I am 2 
inspector of meat from the Sandwich Islands, your royal 
highness. I have secured a piece of one of the animals t? 
prove they are all suffering severely from diarrh@, 
diarrthere, and diarreverywhere. I have also sent for 
some of the offal, but the messenger has been an offal 
long time going. I will offer this piece of meat to Supt. 
Dark, or one of the police officers, it taste it by the smell. 
(Police Officer 1,076 takes meat, smells it, and drops 
dead ; Supt. Dark picks up meat, falls in a faint ; Magi* 
trates’ Clerk has a fit, and Magistrates, Officers, Ushers, 
rush out terror-stricken.) 
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(Ten minutes later—enter solicitor, R. B. Less, 
and Witnesses.) 


Mr. Less.—Your worship, I appear for the defendants 
in this case. The witnesses you have just heard area 
pack of perjured liars. I am prepared to prove that the 
animals are as pure as ice, and as chaste as snow, as 


Shakespeare says, and are honest, straightforward 


Church of England animals, and warranted for several 


ears. 
. Magistrate.—My dear sir, you astonish me. Call 
witnesses. 

First Witness for defence.—Your worship, my name is 
Bullock, and I am the father of ten young Bullocks. I 
have been a butcher for 50 years ; I have lived a butcher, 
I shall die a butcher, but-cher musn’t try—(Order in 
court). Iwas born a butcher. The animals, your wor- 
ship, are as pure as a new born babe; hadn’t a scratch 
on ’em, yer worship. 

Second Witness for defence.—I have been a butcher 
fora hundred years, your worship. I can tell a cow 
from a calf without looking at ’em; the asimals in ques- 
tion are the finest English home-bred cattle that ever 
came from Canada, and are splendid beasts. 

Magistrate— Amazing ! 

Third Witness for defence.—I am a butcher by birth, 
yeur worship. The coloared patches of white, &c., com- 
plained of are birthmarks, peculiar to this particular race 
of cattle, and serve to distinguish the patrician from the 
plebian, blue-blooded cattle versus common or garden 
ditto. 1 have eaten two pounds of steak this morning, 
and will eat some now. Here witness produced a sir- 
loin and ate ravenously of the meat.) Several police 
officers rushed madly at the witness to share the bone. 
Amidst the confusion, the magistrate expressed his 
opinion that no jury would convict, and refused the 
warrant. 

Inspector Stagwaffe.—Your worship, I will now take a 
twelvemonths’ holiday.—Birkenhead Wasp. 








CORRESPONDENCE 


THE PROFESSION AND THE FORGE. 
IR, 


astounding assertion viz., “The forge has been the 
greatest drawback the profession has had to encounter, 
iasmuch that its associations prevent the public from 
forming a proper estimate of veterinary surgery and the 
members from spending their time and money on the ad- 
vancement of the calling to their own social benefit.” I 
think, sir, he is mistaken. In my opinion the union is 
4 distinct advantage in every way. 

Shoeing is undoubtedly a legitimate part of veterinary 
surgery, in fact it is a “ prophylactic surgical operation.” 
Uniginally the functions of veterinary surgeons and shoe- 
ing smiths were performed by one class of men, farriers. 
As the knowledge of veterinary medicine and surgery in- 
creased the demand for professional attendance became 
steater and more lucrative, consequently those who had 
Combined practical shoeing with professional work 
gradually gave up the more irksome and less profitable 
Part, and devoted themselves more fully to the latter, 
until eventually the modern veterinary surgeon evolved. 
rae this specialisation of the “ professional ”’ and “ prac- 

acal ’ parts of veterinary surgery, which answered well 
“2vugh in the country, proved a disadvantage and great 
neonvenience in towns. Country practitioners can 
‘asily dispense with shoeing forges, foot cases being so 
po °m met with, but in towns, particularly the larger 
mers. foot cases and cases of lameness necessitating the 

oval of the shoe for diagnostic or curative purposes 


In your issue of last week Mr. Dyer makes a rather | 


quire the constant services of a smith. In such prac- 
tices a forge becomes an absolute necessity, for without 
the presence of a smith on the premises very much time 
and money would be lost by running backwards and 
forwards to neigbouring forges. 

Besides being a conveuience I believe forges are “ good 
for the day book,’’ by bringing in cases which would under 
ordinary circumstances be treated by the shoeing smith. 
If for no other reason I would advocate a forge asa 
means of self defence against the encroachments of 
“ Registered Shoeing Smiths.” If we separate the pro- 
fession and the forge the inevitable result will be the 
evolution of “ Foot Specialists.” Shoeing Smiths are 
becoming daily better acquainted with the anatomy of 
the fuot, and unless we retain them in our employ we 
shall lose a considerable portion of our work. 

I think it would be difficult for Mr. Dyer to bring any 
evidence to prove that “ forges degrade us in the eyes of 
the public.” The employment of skilled workmen to 
perform an important part of our professional work is in 
no way “derogatory ” to us as “men and gentlemen.’’ 
It is not our connection with forges that hinders our 
progress socially. If I might be allowed to suggest a 
way by which we may improve our position I would 
advise honor and truthfulness in the witness-box and 
sobriety outside, the absence of which so frequently 
“ degrades us in the eyes of the public.”—Yours, 

Country. 


THE PROFESSION, THE FORGE, AND THE 
REGISTRATION OF FARRIERS. 


Sir, 

The above subjects which embraces a wide area for 
discussion, are at present assuming an important posi- 
tion in veterinary politics. 

We have ou the one hand gentlemen who argue that it 
is a source of benefit to practitioners to be proprietors of 
shoeing forges, and also that the registration and exam- 
ination of farriers will be of advantage, and will not 
interfere with the profession in any way. On the other 
hand we are told .that the possession of a forge is detri- 
mental to the status of the profession, and no source of 
benefit, and also that the Registration of Farriers will 
prove to be a dangerous proceeding for practitioners, by 
reason of those farriers assuming a false position before 
the public, and setting forth that they are entitled and 
competent to treat diseases of the feet and so forth. 
Speaking from experience in this country I must say 
that | fail to see in what manner the registration of 
farriers and the granting of certificates will be of any 
possible benefit. In country districts the farrier is still 
looked up to as an authority in veterinary matters, and 
we see too often the results of his irrational if not bar- 
barous treatment. Grant such a man a certificate, and 
you will increase his influence with an unwary and often 
ignorant public. 

Then in the towns the public will very soon go to the 
man who is skilled in his work, and can shoe horses in a 
proper manner, whether he holds a certificate or other- 
wise ; the practical demonstration of his skill is all that 
is required, whether he works on his own account or is 
employed by another. It seems quite irrational for the 
Council to imagine that they should interfere with any 
body of farriers, in either examining them or granting 
certificates. If the Worshipful Company of Farriers 
wishes to register those who are joined in it, no one can 
object, and the Council of the R.C.V.S. will be called 
upon to interfere when such registered farriers put forth 
in any way that they have any qualification in veterinary 
science. The public then can quickly understand that 
we have no conneceion in any way with the registration 





‘ery frequent, at times so numerous as to almost re- 


of farriers. 
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It is patent to all that a great difficulty existed to dis- 
associate the term of farrier from that of veterinary sur- 
eon. We have not in all cases the most intelligent of 
the public to deal with, and we may feel assured that the 
more we separate ourselves from the associations of the 
forge and leave an honourable body of men to work for 
themselves and register themselves if they so desire, the 
more we shall attain to the position which we claim as 
rofessional men. One gentleman in the course of his 
Totter remarked that we should remember the fact that 
the nucleus of veterinary knowledge was formed in the 
forge. We are of course conscious that in the olden 
times horse-shoers did administer to the wants of suffer- 
ing animals. But we should also remember that in the 
early days of humar: surgery the barbers had an intimate 
connection with practitioners, but are not now recognised 
in any way in this respect. And so it should be when 
considering the connection between the practitioners of 
veterinary science and the farriers. 


When we come to consider the question of the benefits 
of a shoeing forge to the practitioner, we have points to 
deal with pro et contra. 


From a monetary point of view I may safely state 
that there is no margin of profit from the mere horse- 
shoeing in this district. In the first place we have to 
compete with farriers who are working on their own 
account and can afford to shoe at a much lower figure, 
for we must pay high wages, also high rent and taxes 
etc. Again, the working farrier generally does not give 
loug credit and is always on the spot to look after those 
he employs. Next we have to consider the enormous 
amount of responsibility incurred by the practitioner 
who is proprietor of a shoeing forge, for the result of any 
accidents in shoeing ; then the constant annoyance from 
complaints being sent in by troublesome customers, 
often without any foundation whatever, then the loss of 
clients from such causes. And then we have facing us 
the abominable practice of having to keep the attendants 
of horses in our hands. Few owners of horses know or 
care where their animals are shod, the groom is generally 
master in such matters and knows full well how to exer- 
cise his powers. Taking all these facts together we are 
forced to the conclusion that if the farriers could only be 
left to work for themselves it would be both to their 
advantage and to ours; 


The only real benefits to be derived from the possession 
of a forge consists in having the means handy for shoeing 
diseased conditions of feet, and the experienced hel 
afforded in the casting of horses. , 


‘Some may say that to the young practitioner the forge 
will bring in practice. We must confess that such prac- 
tice is often dearly bought by having to curry the favour 
of the grooms, and that there are many clients who will 
object to paying even reasonable foes if their horses are 
being shod in the establishment of the practitioner. Of 
course | am now only speaking of this district, as I know 
nothing of the advantages which may be present in the 
shoeing forges of the large cities in other places. 

In conclusion I may state that in Can 
United States the farriers work on their nah = 
’ 


and the veterinary surgeons do not keep forges, much to 


their own advanta 1 
standpoint. ge both from a monetary and social 


Cork. E. Watuts Hoang. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS AND FARRIERS. 


Str, 
The following words I 


sent the R.C.V'S. copied from a billhead which I 





No. 1 Sydenham Grove Mews, Lansdown Hill, 
West Norwood. 
1893. 


Mr, ——— 
Dr. to J. LANGTON. 


VETERINARY SHOEING FORGE 
Smrirn’s WorK IN ALL ITs BRANCHES. 
Horses, Cattle, and Dogs taken in and attended to. 
Loose Boxes for Horses. 





I am of the opinion that so long as veterinary sur- 


geons have forges so long will they manufacture farriers 
to take the bread out of the mouth of the younger mem- 


bers of the profession. These men sometimes are asked 
to give medicine tu a horse, and after a time they get 
confidence enough to push themselves before the notice 
of the owner of a single horse, etc. But as we poach on 
their ground also, we must be expected to put up with a 
Little retaliation. The only way out of the difficulty is 
for the profession to sever its connection from the forge. 
This cannot be done at once without causing a great 
hardship to many of the old practitioners, but the 
R.C.V.S. can enforce it upon the future graduate by 
only granting him the diploma on the condition that he 
will undertake not to have any connection with the 
horse-shoeing forge and horse-dealing, etc., beyond his 
legitimate sphere. 

Another thing I would like to see, that is, the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons draw up a code to regu- 
late its members’ professional conduct. The only way 
to get law-abiding subjects is to have stringent laws. 


By ONE WHO WOULD LIKE TO SSE THE PROFESSION PURIFIED. 


EVERTED BLADDER. 
Sir, 

In answer to your correspondent “ Puzzled,” 1 beg to 
say that I reported a case of “ Vaginal Cystocele” in 
The Veterinary Record for June 17th. I did not term 
the sequel “ Inversion and Eversion of the Bladder,” as 
I think the terms in such a case are not correct. 

However, some authorities, describe two forms of 
inversion of the bladder, (1)°when empty the bladder 
becomes everted by spasm#dic contraction of its walls, 
and passes through the meatus urinavius, to the vagina. 
(2) lt may escape into the vagina by a fissure in the 
floor of the passage. In this instance it would not be 
everted, but would be greatly distended by the accumu- 
lation of urine.—Yours etc., 

Cork, E. Watuis, Hoarg, F.R.C.V.S, 

July, 10th, 1893. ' 
ANTHRAX OR NOT? 
Str, 

A few days since I was called to make a post-mortem 
examination of a two year old colt, supposed to have died 
of anthrax, I found all the internal organs presenting 4 
healthy appearance the spleen just its natural size, sub- 
stance and colon and effuse of blood under the kidneys, 
or in any part of the body, bowels not congested and the 
contents free from blood, the glands of the throat where 
very much inflamed and swollen, preventing respiration. 
The animal being apparently well the previous day, could 
it be anthrax. Country VET. 








S1n,—With reference to Mr. Dyer’s letter of July sth I 
should be glad to know if he has found that ‘ Professi0 
dignity” pays his rent? Yours faithfully, Oursips® 

—<—_____—_———— 


Communications, Booxs, AND Papers RECEIVED :—Messt® 
H. P. Stanley, A. Richardson, W.Awde, E. W. Hoat® 
‘‘One who would like to see the Profession purified” “ Out- 
sider, ‘‘ The Points of the Horse,” ‘‘ Journal of Compare. 


Pathology,” ‘‘Cowan’s Veterinary Calendar,” ‘“ The 
gow Herald.” 
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